2                           THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

Itself most deeply upon the religious imagination of
the Western World was that of the Seven Deadly Sins.

The sins are. Pride, Gluttony, Lust, Envy, Anger,
Avarice, and Sloth, and regarding them from a purely
ethical standpoint, it will be seen that they relate
entirely to life and character, not to opinion or be-
lief, and that any self-respecting pagan might have
regarded them as deadly, though not, of course, in the
same sense as the Catholic Church. They are not
ecclesiastical, or "church-made55 sins, they represent
the defects of nature over which man has control, but
to which any human being may be subject. Whether
their mystical enumeration is of Christian or Pagan
origin, It is not possible to say with any certainty.
It is possible for such an enumeration to have had a
purely literary or imaginative origin, and to have been
accepted by the church, and incorporated with its doc-
trines, as a witness on man's side to God's revelation of
righteousness. Whatever its origin, the Seven Deadly
Sins represent the vices which from the beginning of
time have made havoc of the noblest aspirations of hu-
manity, and none knew this better than the poets and
dramatists who have found in them a well-spring of
moral, religious, and poetic inspiration for more than
a thousand years. Given a conviction of their reality,
and any man, whether priest, philosopher, or layman,
with imagination and a keen sense of the paradoxes
of life, could have given form and substance to those
mysterious cancers of the soul.

The utterances of St. Augustine (A.D. 354-430),
upon sin are clear and definite enough, and have been